MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
REPORTER 


No. 1728. PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 12, 1890. Vol. I. XII.—No. 15. 


CONTENTS: 


CLINICAL LECTUBB8. 


Parvin, Throphilus, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa.— 
Pointed Abdomen.—Macerated Fetus; Abortion 
Occurring in Sixth Month.—Diagnosis of l>eath 

of Fetus.. 

Davis, Howard P., M. D., Philadelphia, Pa.— 
Tuberculosis in Preimaney and Parturition.— 
Webbed Finger.—Differential Diagnosis of Pneu¬ 
monia in Children.... 


417 

420 


COMMUNICATIONS. i 

Bzadfk, Charles, M. D., Kieff, Russia.— Treat¬ 
ment of syphilis by Internal I'se and Intramus¬ 
cular Injections of the Sal lev \ ate of Mercury.... 422 
Eliot, Li.ewiu.lyn, M. D., Washington, D. C.— 

Puerperal Fever. 424 

Pquier. M. F., M. D., Newark, N. J.—Epidemic 

Catarrhal Fever. 426 

Mays, Thomas J., M. D., Philadelphia. Pa.— 
Treatment of Asthma with Strychnine and 
Atropine Hyjiodennically. 427 


Forcepsnotin the Abdomen —Artificial Feeding 
of Infauls.—Treatment of Colds. '133-436 


EDITORIAL. 


Transplantation of the Thyp.oid.437 

Medical Examination of svsp»lts.437 

Physicians and Jury Duty.438 

Foreign Physicians in France.430 


BOOK REVIEWS. 

Williams; The Intcnintloral Medial Annual 
and Practitioner’s Index for 18!«0.— Norris ; 
Syllabus of the obstetrical Lectures in the Med¬ 
ical Department oi the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania.— Craoin ; E'scminls of Gynecology*.— 
Jones; Medical and Surgical Memoirs.— Fkr- 
rel ; A Popular Treatise on the Winds. 430-440 


LITERARY NOTES.. 


.. 440 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


REPORTS OF CLINICS. 

Pennsylvania Hospital Surgical Clinic...430 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Acetanllid — Antifcbrin. — Cremation. — Gonor¬ 
rhoea.... 440-441 

NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


Letter from Berlin.—Typhoid Fever Bacilli in the 
Urine — Phenacetin as an A mi-rheumatic.- 
Bub-benzoate of Bismuth, a Substitute for Iodo¬ 
form —The Berlin pseudo-hermaphrodite.—Ab¬ 
sence of Vagina and Uterus. ............431 

PERI8COPE. 

Treatment of Undescended Testicle.—Signs of 
Death by Hanging.—Supra-pubic Cystotomy.— 


Prolapse of the Uterus at Term.—Paris Academy 
of Medicine and Tuberculosis.—UVe of Drugs in 
Epilepsy -Tar-water and Tolu In llcinoribuges. 
—Physician’s License Hevoked —Medical Asso¬ 
ciation of Georgia.—Medical Socieiy of the Sialo 
of Pennsylvania.—State Medical Society of Ar¬ 
kansas..._. 441-44? 


NEWS- 


444 


Clinical Lectures. 


OINTED ABDOMEN.—MACERATED 
FETUS; ABORTION OCCURRING 
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BY THEOPHILUS PARVIN, M. D., 

PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN, JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


I begin this morning the seventh year of 
lecturing upon clinical obstetrics at the 
Philadelphia Hospital. During my term of 
service, of three months, the opportunity 
of delivering some twelve lectures is pre¬ 
sented. Go back about a century in the 
history of medical teaching in this city, and 
you will find that in the only school then 
existing the Professor of Anatomy and Sur- 

1 Delivered at the Philadelphia Hospital. 
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gery, Dr. William Shippen, was also the 
Professor of Obstetrics. Go back half a 
century—or at least about that time—and 
you will learn that in the second oldest 
school, the Professor of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics, Dr. Eberle, was for a 
short period also Professor of Obstetrics. 
Dr. Shippen completed his obstetric teach¬ 
ing with twelve lectures. Probably Dr. 
Eberle did not greatly exceed this number. 
Now, however, the medical student hears 
not less than fifty or sixty lectures upon this 
subject each winter in the college he may be 
attending, and this instruction is supple¬ 
mented by hospital teaching ; so, that which 
formerly was taught in a dozen lectures now 
demands between one and two hundred. 

Pointed Abdomen. 

Eight weeks ago there was presented to 
you a woman who had passed seven months 
of pregnancy, and who offered a curious 
conformation of the abdomen; the ab¬ 
dominal wall was peculiarly prominent at the 
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TRANSPLANTATION OF THE THY¬ 
ROID. 

Professor Lannelongue has recently, as 
reported in the Bulletin Mldical , March 9, 
1890, carried into effect the suggestion of 
Professor Horsley in the British Med. Jour¬ 
nal , Feb. 8, 1890, to transplant to the 
human body the thyroid gland of a sheep, 
in the hope that it would supply the want of 
the natural thyroid in cases of what is 
known as myxoedema, or cachexia strumi- 
priva. 

Lannelongue has actually made the ex¬ 
periment on a girl fourteen years old, who 
was a typical myxcedematous cretin, and 
under his care and that of Dr. Legroux in 
the Trousseau Hospital. He removed the 
thyroid gland of a young adult sheep, and | 
implanted two-thirds of its left lobe in a 
pocket prepared below the right breast of 


the patient. The neck could not be utilized, 
on account of the presence of myxcedematous 
tumors. The operation was done aseptically, 
and as bloodlessly as possible. The dressing 
was first changed after eight days, and the 
wound was found to be perfectly healed. 

What will become of the implanted gland 
tissue, it is too soon to say; and, equally, 
no reasonable expectation can be formed as 
to the effect upon the economy of such a 
procedure. The hopes founded upon theory 
justify the experiment; but it must be under¬ 
stood that it is an experiment only and noth¬ 
ing more. The result of some experiments 
conducted by Schiff and Eiselberg some 
years ago indicate that this method may 
have promise of real usefulness. It is as 
yet a sort of curiosity in surgery ; but it may 
some day be much more. 


MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF SUS¬ 
PECTS. 

The importance of correct notions in re¬ 
gard to the subject of medical examination 
of persons suspected of lapses from virtue or 
of legal offenses in connection with the gen¬ 
erative function is the subject of an Editorial 
in the Lancet , February 22, 1890. The 
article is founded upon a recent paper by 
Mr. W. F. Lowndes, in the Liverpool Med¬ 
ico- Chirurgical Journal , and refers to his 
experience as a surgeon to the Liverpool 
police as giving authority to the warning he 
addresses to medical men with regard to ex¬ 
aminations of women suspected of recent 
delivery, and concealment of birth or child 
murder, of domestic servants suspected of 
being pregnant, and of males in custody for 
alleged indecent assaults. Mr. Lowndes 
shows clearly that in England such examina¬ 
tions are illegal without the consent of the 
party examined, supporting his position by 
reference to cases that have been made ac¬ 
tionable with disastrous results to the medi¬ 
cal man, and citing the case of an unfortu¬ 
nate lady who, accused of child murder, 
committed suicide rather than spbmit Xo the 
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